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	Brandstofpryse vir Junie 2011 

	Petru Fourie (landbou-ekonoom: Insette en Produksie, Graan SA) 

	Volgens die jongste inligting van die Sentrale Energie Fonds kan die petrolprys op 1 Junie 2011 met 20 sent per liter STYG en die dieselprys met 27 sent per liter DAAL.
Brandstofprysberamings is grootliks afhanklik van die rigting waarin die ru-olieprys en die wisselkoers beweeg. Die ru-olieprys verhandel tans naby 117 dollar per vat en het tot dusver op ‘n maand-tot-maand basis met 5,1% gedaal. Dié daling kan toegeskryf word aan kommer weens die stadiger ekonomiese groei in die VSA en dat dit die vraag na ru-olie kan beperk. Die R/$-wisselkoers het gedurende dieselfde tydperk met 0,9% versterk.
 

	Landboutoestande

	Pietman Botha (senior landbounavorsingskundige, Graan SA) en Petru Fourie (landbou-ekonoom: Insette en produksie, Graan SA)

	Vordering met stroopproses van somergewasse
Die goeie reën wat vanaf April maand voorgekom het, veroorsaak dat die lande baie nat is en dat die stroopproses van grane en oliesade hierdeur vertraag word. Daar word in baie gevalle net gedeeltes van lande gestroop en die natter kolle word oorgeslaan om later gestroop te word. Omdat veral sonneblomme nie gestroop kan word nie, kom duiweskade algemeen voor en produsente doen alles in hul vermoë om dit te beperk.
- Mpumalanga
Produsente in die besproeiingsgebiede het begin om mielies te stroop en alles verloop goed.
Die stroop van sojabone vorder en ongeveer 50% van die aanplanting is reeds gestroop. Die sojaboonopbrengste varieer baie en dit wil voorkom of meer as die normale hoeveelheid kleinpitjies gelewer word. Oor die algemeen wil dit voorkom of die opbrengste laer as in die vorige seisoen gaan wees. In seker streke begin produsente as gevolg van mis en nat toestande eers laat in die dag met die stroop van sojabone en sodoende word die oesproses vertraag.
- Oos-Vrystaat
In die VKB-bedieningsgebeid is die sonneblom-oes ongeveer 70% klaar gestroop en ‘n bo-gemiddelde oes is tot dusver verkry. In die geval van sojabone is produsente ongeveer 40% klaar gestroop en opbrengste is baie wisselvallig. Oor die algemeen wil dit voorkom of die opbrengste laer as in die vorige seisoen gaan wees.
In die Suid-Oos Vrystaat het produsente met die stroop van oliesade begin. Volgens aanduidings is ongeveer 15-20% van die sojabone en sonneblomme reeds gestroop. Die sojaboonopbrengste is laer as verlede jaar, terwyl dit lyk of die sonneblom opbrengste wat tans gestroop word beter as verlede seisoen is.
- Noord-Wes Vrystaat
Ongeveer 40%van die sonneblom-aanplanting is reeds gestroop. Opbrengste wissel, maar op ‘n gemiddelde basis is dit laer as die vorige jare. Die grondboon uithaal- en oesproses word deur die nattoestande vertraag en kwaliteit word hierdeur benadeel.
- Noordwes
Produsente in die NWK-bedieningsgebied is besig om sonneblom te stroop. Die ontydige reën en gevolglike nattoestande van die afgelope drie weke het veroorsaak dat slegs 20% tot op hede gestroop is. Verskeie produsente het a.g.v. schlerotinia hul sonneblomme doodgespuit wat veroorsaak het dat baie sonneblomme nou stroop-gereed is. Die vertraging as gevolg van die ontydige reën en die doodgespuite sonneblomme veroorsaak dat stroperkapasitiet tans ŉ ernstige probleem is.
In die Suidwes Landbou-bedieningsgebied het produsente al ongeveer 40% van hul sonneblomoes klaar ingesamel. Tans word bo-gemiddelde opbrengste verkry maar daar word steeds ‘n gemiddelde opbrengs verwag.
Die grondboon uithaalproses en kwaliteit word ook negatief deur die huidige nat toestande geraak. Produsente verwag steeds ŉ gemiddelde oes.
- Vaalharts-besproeiingsarea
Dit is baie nat in die besproeiingsarea en produsente sukkel om hulle oeste, veral grondbone, af en uit te haal. Die mielie en sojaboon stroopproses word ook ernstig deur die nat toestande geaffekteer en in sommige gebiede kan mielies wat stroop-gereed is nie gestroop word nie.
Vordering met aanplantings van wintergewasse
Produsente in die Swartland het rondom 20 April met hul koringaanplantings in die droë grond begin. Ongeveer 50% van die verwagte koringaanplantings is reeds voltooi en daar word ‘n uitbreiding in koringaanplantings verwag. Kol-kol goeie reën het in die Swartland voorgekom, maar in die grootste gedeelte word daar nog op reën gewag.
In die Overberg Agri-bedieningsgebied is toestande tans ideaal en produsente is voluit besig met koringaanplantings.
Vogtoestande vir koringaanplanting in die somersaaigebied lyk baie goed. Dit is nog nie koringplanttyd vir produsente in die Oos Vrystaat nie, maar aanduidings is dat meer hektare as verlede jaar aangeplant gaan word. Die aanplanting van koring in die Noord-Wes Vrystaat word tans deur die baie nat toestande vertraag en produsente kon daarom nog nie voluit met aanplantings begin nie.
 

	Uitbetaling van BTW aan produsente

	Marna Swart (skakelbeampte, Graan SA)

	Daar is verneem dat verskeie produsente se BTW-uitbetalings die afgelope tyd weerhou is. Ten spyte van verskeie navrae is redes vir die terughouding steeds onduidelik.
Agri SA poog om op nasionale vlak met SARS oor die kwessie te beraadslag. Dringende gesprekke is deur Agri SA aangevra en reaksie vanaf SARS word ingewag. Vir enige verdere navrae kan Dawie Maree gekontak word by 012 643 3400 of dawie@agrisa.co.za.
 

	Eksklusiewe voordele by NAMPO Oesdag 2011

	Marna Swart (skakelbeampte, Graan SA)

	Graan SA-lede kan vanjaar weer uitsien na eksklusiewe voordele by die jaarlikse NAMPO Oesdag wat plaasvind vanaf 17 tot 20 Mei. Gratis toegang en ‘n eksklusiewe parkeerterrein maak dit vir lede maklik om die Oesdagterrein te betree. Dan is daar ook die Graan SA lede-lokaal waar oud en jonk ‘n lekker koppie koffie kan geniet.                                            
Briewe met al die nodige inligting is aan lede gestuur, maar indien u nog nie u brief ontvang het nie, kan u gerus met Rika van Niekerk by 076 369 6363 kontak.
Sien u by die Oesdag.
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	Fuel prices for June 2011

	Petru Fourie (agricultural economist: Inputs and Production, Grain SA)

	
According to the latest information from the Central Energy Fund, the petrol price could RISE by 20 cents a litre on 1 June 2011, while the diesel price could FALL by 27 cents a litre on that same date.

Fuel price estimates depend to a large extent on the direction of movement of the crude-oil price and the exchange rate. Crude oil currently trades near 117 dollars per barrel and to date the price has fallen by 5,1% on a month-to-month basis. The drop in price may be ascribed to concern over slower economic growth in the USand the possibility of this slower growth reducing the demand for crude oil. Over the same period, the R/$ exchange rate improved by 0,9%.

 

	Agricultural conditions

	Pietman Botha (senior agricultural research expert, Grain SA) and Petru Fourie (agricultural economist: Inputs and Production, Grain SA)

	 
Progress with harvesting of summer crops
Owing to the good rains that fell during April, fields are currently very wet and the harvesting of grains and oil seeds is being delayed. In many cases only sections of fields are harvested, with the wetter parts being left for later. Because sunflowers in particular cannot be harvested, pigeon damage is common and producers are doing all they can to control the situation.

Mpumalanga
Producers in irrigated areas have begun harvesting their maize and all is going well.

The harvesting of soybeans is going well and is about 50% completed. Soybean yields are varying substantially and it would seem as though more than the usual number of kernels are undersized.  There are indications that yields in general will be lower than in the previous season. Owing to fog and wet conditions, farmers in certain areas start harvesting their soybeans very late in the day and this is slowing down the harvesting process.

Eastern Free State
In the VKB service area, sunflower harvesting is about 70% completed. Thus far, an above-average yield has been obtained. Soybean harvesting is about 40% completed, and yields are varying. In general it would appear that yields are going to be lower than in the previous season.

In the south-eastern Free State, producers have started harvesting oil seeds. Indications are that some 15 - 20% of soybeans and sunflowers have been harvested to date. Soybean yields are lower than last year’s, while sunflower yields thus far appear to be better than last year’s.

North-western Free State
Producers are harvesting sunflowers and the process is about 40% complete. Yields vary, but on average they are lower than in previous years. Wet conditions are hampering the uprooting and harvesting of groundnuts and are having a negative effect on quality.

North West
Producers in the NWK service area are harvesting sunflowers. Owing to the untimely rain and consequent wet conditions of the past three weeks, harvesting is only 20% completed. Schlerotinia has caused a number of farmers to kill their sunflowers by spraying, and consequently a large amount of sunflower is now ready for harvesting. The delay owing to the untimely rain and the killed-off sunflowers has caused harvesting capacity to become a serious problem.

In the South West Agriculture service area, producers have harvested about 40% of their crops. Currently above-average yields are being obtained, but producers are still expecting an average crop overall.

The uprooting of groundnuts and the quality of the crops are also negatively affected by the current wet conditions. Producers are still expecting an average crop.

Vaalharts irrigation area
It is very wet in the irrigated area and producers are battling to harvest their crops – groundnuts in particular. Maize and soybean harvesting is also seriously affected by the wet conditions and in some areas harvest-ready maize cannot be brought in.

Progress with planting of winter crops
On about 20 April, producers in the Swartland began planting wheat on dry ground. About 50% of the expected wheat planting has been completed. An increase in wheat plantings over last season is expected. There has been good precipitation in some areas in the Swartland, but the major part of the region is still awaiting rain.

In the Overberg Agri service area, conditions are currently ideal for wheat planting and producers are fully occupied with sowing.

Moisture conditions for wheat planting in the summer planting areas are favourable. It is not yet wheat-planting time for producers in the eastern Free State, but indications are that more hectares will be planted than last year. Wheat planting in the north-western Free Sate is being delayed by the very wet conditions and producers have not been able to start planting at full capacity.
 

	Payment of VAT to producers

	Marna Swart (PRO, Grain SA)

	
Recently, it has come to light that several producers’ VAT payments have been withheld by SARS. Despite several inquiries into this matter, the reasons for this are still unclear.

Agri SA intends to discuss this issue with SARS on a national level. Urgent discussions have been requested by Agri SA and the response from SARS is awaited.

For further information please contact Dawie Maree at 012 643 3400 or dawie@agrisa.co.za.

  

	Exclusive benefits at NAMPO Harvest Day 2011

	Marna Swart (PRO, Grain SA)

	
Grain SA members can once again look forward to exclusive benefits at the annual NAMPO Harvest Day from 17-20 May 2011.

Free entry and an exclusive parking area will make entrance into the Harvest Day terrain a pleasure. Grain SA members can also enjoy a cup of coffee at the Grain SA members’ Facility.

Letters with all the relevant information have been sent to members, but if you did not receive your letter you can contact Rika van Niekerk on 076 369 6363.

See you at the Harvest Day


